Contact: Mark Liuag 
Phone number(s): (619) 656-0618 or (619) 207-7505

Friends of Chula Vista Parks and Recreation to Protest Recreation and Library Merge
Public Rally Set for June 28

In an effort to draw public attention to the pending consolidation of the City of Chula Vista's Recreation and Library departments, the non-profit organization Friends of the Chula Vista Parks and Recreation plan to protest the City Council's vote on Thursday, June 28. 

"The City consolidated these departments back in 1998 to 2000 and failed miserably," said David McLellan, President of Friends of Chula Vista Parks and Recreation. "The past has shown this idea does not work and separated the two departments again in 2001. The City Manager reinvestigated the idea last year at the prodding of several City Councilmembers and found it would only hurt this community. Yet here we are, again, a year later, facing a 3 - 2 vote from the Council in favor of this merger. Why? With no notice to the public, with no transparent discussion from our City Council, and no true reason to consolidate, the Friends find this completely unacceptable." 

The public is invited to show their support in opposing the merger on Thursday at 3 p.m. in front of the Chula Vista City Council Chambers at 276 4th Avenue. The City Council will make their decision final by voting to pass the consolidation in the City's 2012-2013 budget at the 4 p.m. Council meeting. 

Should the merger be adopted in the budget, operations at the City’s 7 recreation centers, senior center, 2 swimming pools and over 100 sporting fields in 54 parks would be without the services of a director or senior management with expertise in the field of recreation. More than 200 employees would be filed under the Library Director who is currently balancing a staff of 75 people at three libraries. 

"Should this merger continue, I will step down as President effective immediately and I am concerned the Friends may disband," said McLellan. "We will not stand by and watch all of our great strides in recreation programming, fundraising and public/private partnerships be cast aside due to a shortsighted political decision from the dais." 

The Friends of Chula Vista Parks and Recreation was developed in 2005 to help identify and raise funds to support the City's recreation programming. The non-profit plays an integral role in ensuring that low cost programming is available to the children of Chula Vista.  The Friends donated $10,000 last summer and an additional $10,000 this summer to help the Recreation Department preserve free drop-in programs at centers and recreation swim at pools, programming that was eliminated as City Council funding to the department has been cut by 67% in the last few years. 

The Friends have received $255,000 in grant funding from Kaiser Permanente to fund two weeks of swimming lessons for children from low-income neighborhoods, including the cost of transporting students from their elementary schools to city pools. The Friends have facilitated the participation of more than 6,500 students in the Elementary Learn to Swim, which teaches the critical life saving skill of swimming while helping to address childhood obesity.  The Friends have received $55,000 to provide swim lessons and a Rethink your Drink campaign in 2012/2013; however, if the non-profit dissolves more than 1,400 children may not receive swim lessons this year. 


In 2007 the Friends created the Chula Vista 5k Family Fun Run in partnership with the Olympic Training Center. The event continues to grow each year and has raised more than $12,000 annually, funds which are shared with the Friends of Chula Vista Library, Chula Vista Nature Center, and the Friends of the Animal Shelter. 

This past year the Friends received a $50,000 grant to explore the possibility of developing an AmeriCorps program that would bring together a variety of partners including the Recreation Department, the YMCA, the Elementary School District, South Bay Community Services, Sharp Hospital and others to help create a comprehensive collaborative to help address the growing obesity problem. In fact, the Recreation Department has been continually recognized as one of the most proactive entities in leveraging recreation resources to help fight obesity in a community that has a well documented and severe problem.


McLellan said the non-profit cannot help combat the obesity epidemic in our youth without the thriving private and public partnerships that have been created in the past seven years through the leadership of the individuals in the Recreation Department. 

"Consolidating these departments will put our kids at risk. We ask the public to stand with us at 3 p.m. on Thursday the 28th in saying do not play politics with our kids’ physical well being."

McLellan asks the public to immediately address their concerns to the Councilmembers supporting the Departments consolidation. Letters can be sent to the respective Councilmembers at 276 4th Avenue, Chula Vista, CA 91910. Emails can be sent to the following addresses: rramirez@ci.chula-vista.ca.us, PAguilar@chulavistaca.gov, and scastaneda@chulavistaca.gov. You may phone the Councilmembers at: (619) 691-5044. You may also fax letters to (619) 476-5379. In your communications please ask the Councilmembers to rescind their votes on June 28 and to approve the budget as originally submitted by the City Manager.
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